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Abstract:

Pilgrimage and trade caravans played an important role in the spread of Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa,
particularly with the development of trans-Saharan trade routes. These caravans connected North
Africa with the Western Sudan region and facilitated the movement of traders, scholars, and pilgrims
between different areas. Traders did not only engage in commerce; they also helped spread Islamic
teachings through their interactions and social and economic relationships with local communities.
Pilgrims also contributed to the exchange of religious knowledge and ideas between Muslim regions.
As a result, important Islamic centers developed in cities such as Timbuktu and Djenné, which became
centers of Islamic learning, culture, and trade. Thus, trade and pilgrimage caravans contributed to
communication and the gradual spread of Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Keywords: Pilgrimage, Hajj caravans, Islam, Sub-Saharan Africa, Western Sudan, Mali Empire, Trans-
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