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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine John Rawils's theory of social justice as one of the most influential
contemporary theories in liberal political philosophy. It sought to explain the philosophical foundations
of the theory of Justice as Fairness, analyze Rawils's critique of utilitarianism, and clarify how the
principles of justice are constructed through the concepts of the Original Position and the Veil of
Ignorance. The study also addressed Rawls's two principles of justice, namely the principle of equal
basic liberties and the principle of fair equality of opportunity combined with the Difference Principle,
while tracing the developments introduced in his later work, Political Liberalism. The research adopted
a critical analytical approach through the examination of Rawls's original texts and the discussion of
major criticisms directed at his theory from libertarian, communitarian, feminist, and capability-based
perspectives. The study concluded that Justice as Fairness represents a serious philosophical attempt
to reconcile liberty and equality within contemporary liberal societies and continues to provide an
important framework for understanding social justice despite the criticisms and revisions it has
undergone.

Keywords: Social Justice, John Rawls, Justice as Fairness, Political Liberalism, Veil of Ignorance, Fair
Equality of Opportunity, Difference Principle.
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! Friedrich A. Hayek, Law, Legislation and Liberty, vol. 2, The Mirage of Social Justice (London: Routledge &
Kegan Paul, 1976); see also David Miller, Principles of Social Justice (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
1999).

2 John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1971; rev. ed. 1999), §1; Robert
Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia (New York: Basic Books, 1974), 183, on the standing of Rawls’s book.

3 John Rawls, Political Liberalism (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993), Introduction; John Rawls,
Justice as Fairness: A Restatement, ed. Erin Kelly (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2001), pt. L.

4 On the methods of normative political philosophy, see David Miller, Political Philosophy: A Very Short
Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003).
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5 Plato, Republic, bk. IV, 433a—434c; Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, bk. V, chs. 2—4.

6 Luigi Taparelli d’Azeglio, Saggio teoretico di dritto naturale appoggiato sul fatto, 5 vols. (Palermo, 1840—

1843); John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (London: Parker, Son, and Bourn, 1863), ch. 5.

7 William Beveridge, Social Insurance and Allied Services, Cmd. 6404 (London: HMSO, 1942); T. H. Marshall,

Citizenship and Social Class (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1950).

8 Gosta Esping-Andersen, The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,

1990), ch. 1.

John Rawls, The : % ¢ ladl culall 45 ¢(1949 <1 4 1995 ¢G5 pall Lo 13 jalal) (2Olud/ 4 delaia ) el «ahad 31s 9
Law of Peoples (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1999).
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10 Miller, Principles of Social Justice; Amartya Sen, “Equality of What?,” in The Tanner Lectures on Human
Values, vol. 1, ed. Sterling M. McMurrin (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press; Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1980), 195-220.

11 Rawls, A Theory of Justice, §5 (“Classical Utilitarianism”); see also Henry Sidgwick, The Methods of Ethics
(London: Macmillan, 1874); Jeremy Bentham, An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation
(London: T. Payne, 1789).

12 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §§5—6; Rawls, Justice as Fairness, §§1-6.

13 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §3 (“The Main Idea of the Theory of Justice”) and §40 (“The Kantian Interpretation
of Justice as Fairness”); Immanuel Kant, Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der Sitten (Riga: Hartknoch, 1785).

14 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §§55-59 (on civil disobedience); see also Thomas Pogge, John Rawls: His Life
and Theory of Justice, trans. Michelle Kosch (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), ch. 1.

15 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §§26-30 (the comparison between the two principles and the principle of average
utility).

16 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §2 (“The Subject of Justice”); Rawls, Justice as Fairness, §4.

17 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §§3—4 and §24 (“The Veil of Ignorance™).
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18 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §15 (“Primary Social Goods as the Basis of Expectations”); Rawls, Political
Liberalism, lect. V.

19 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §22 (“The Circumstances of Justice”); David Hume, 4 Treatise of Human Nature
(London, 1739-1740), bk. II1, pt. II, sec. 2.

20 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §4 and §9; Norman Daniels, “Wide Reflective Equilibrium and Theory Acceptance
in Ethics,” Journal of Philosophy 76, no. 5 (1979): 256-82.

21 Rawls, A Theory of Justice, §14 (“Fair Equality of Opportunity and Pure Procedural Justice”) and §43
(“Background Institutions for Distributive Justice”).

22 Rawls, 4 Theory of Justice, §26 (“The Reasoning Leading to the Two Principles of Justice™); John C. Harsanyi,
“Can the Maximin Principle Serve as a Basis for Morality? A Critique of John Rawls’s Theory,” American
Political Science Review 69, no. 2 (1975): 594-606.

23 Rawls, A Theory of Justice, §11 (“Two Principles of Justice”) and §46 (“Further Cases of Priority”), where the
final statement of the two principles is given; Rawls, Justice as Fairness, §13.

24 Rawls, A Theory of Justice, §8 (“The Priority Problem”) and §39 (“The Priority of Liberty Defined””); H. L. A.
Hart, “Rawls on Liberty and Its Priority,” University of Chicago Law Review 40, no. 3 (1973): 534-55.

25 Rawls, A Theory of Justice, §12 (“Interpretations of the Second Principle”) and §13 (“Democratic Equality and
the Difference Principle™).
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