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Abstract:

This study provides a comparative analysis of the social contract theories of Thomas Hobbes, Locke,
and Rousseau as major foundations of modern political thought. It examines the similarities and
differences among these thinkers regarding human nature, the state of nature, the social contract,
sovereignty, liberty, property, religion, and the right of resistance. The study adopts a comparative and
textual analytical approach based on the original writings of the three philosophers while considering
their historical and intellectual contexts. The findings reveal that despite sharing the same contractual
framework, the three thinkers reached significantly different political conclusions. Hobbes justified
absolute sovereignty as a means of ensuring security and stability, Locke defended limited government
grounded in natural rights and the rule of law, whereas Rousseau established the principles of popular
sovereignty and the general will. The study further demonstrates that contemporary debates on
democracy, political legitimacy, citizenship, and human rights continue to reflect the influence of these
foundational theories. It concludes that a comparative study of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau provides
an essential framework for understanding the evolution of the modern state and the enduring issues of
authority and liberty in contemporary societies.

Keywords: Social Contract, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Sovereignty, Liberty, State, Political
Legitimacy.
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! Michael Lessnoff, Social Contract (London: Macmillan, 1986); see also Patrick Riley, Will and Political
Legitimacy: A Critical Exposition of Social Contract Theory in Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Kant, and Hegel
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1982).

2 Jean Hampton, Hobbes and the Social Contract Tradition (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986);
David Boucher and Paul Kelly, eds., The Social Contract from Hobbes to Rawls (London: Routledge, 1994),
Introduction.

3 On the questions of methodical comparison in this philosophy, see Boucher and Kelly, The Social Contract from
Hobbes to Rawls, Introduction.

4 Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (London: Andrew Crooke, 1651); John Locke, Two Treatises of Government
(London: Awnsham Churchill, 1689 [dated 1690]); Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Discours sur [’origine et les
fondements de l'inégalité parmi les hommes (Amsterdam: Marc-Michel Rey, 1755); Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Du
contrat social (Amsterdam: Marc-Michel Rey, 1762).
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5 Richard Tuck, Hobbes: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002; first published 1989
as Hobbes); Noel Malcolm, Aspects of Hobbes (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2002).

6 Peter Laslett, introduction to Two Treatises of Government, by John Locke (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1988); Richard Ashcraft, Revolutionary Politics and Locke’s Two Treatises of Government (Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1986).

7 Maurice Cranston, Jean-Jacques: The Early Life and Work of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 1712—1754 (London:
Allen Lane, 1983); Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Les Confessions (Geneva, 1782—1789).

8 Quentin Skinner, Visions of Politics, vol. 1, Regarding Method (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002);
Quentin Skinner, The Foundations of Modern Political Thought, vol. 2, The Age of Reformation (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1978).
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9 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 1, ch. 13; see also Gregory S. Kavka, Hobbesian Moral and Political Theory (Princeton,
NIJ: Princeton University Press, 1986).

10 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 1, ch. 13 (end of the chapter) and ch. 14 (“Of the First and Second Natural Laws, and
of Contracts”).

11 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 2, §§4—13, and ch. 3 (“Of the State of War”), §19.

12 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 9 (“Of the Ends of Political Society and Government”), §§123—-126, and ch. 2,
§13.

13 Rousseau, Discours sur [’inégalité, préface and premiere partie; see also Frederick Neuhouser, Rousseau’s
Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).
14 Rousseau, Discours sur l’'inégalité, seconde partie; Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. 1, ch. 4.

15 Hampton, Hobbes and the Social Contract Tradition; Lessnoff, Social Contract.

16 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 11, chs. 17-18.

17 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 1, ch. 16 (“Of Persons, Authors, and Things Personated”); Quentin Skinner, Hobbes
and Republican Liberty (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008).
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18 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 8 (“Of the Beginning of Political Societies™), §§95-99, and ch. 13, §149.

19 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 8, §§119-122; David Hume, “Of the Original Contract,” in Three Essays, Moral
and Political (London: A. Millar; Edinburgh: A. Kincaid, 1748).

20 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. I, ch. 6 (“Du pacte social”) and ch. 7 (“Du souverain™).

21 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. 1II, ch. 1 and ch. 16 (“Que I’institution du gouvernement n’est point un
contrat”).

22 Boucher and Kelly, The Social Contract from Hobbes to Rawls, Introduction; John Rawls, A Theory of Justice
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1971), §3.

23 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 11, ch. 18, ch. 26 (“Of Civil Laws”), and ch. 29.

24 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 11, ch. 19 (“Of the Several Kinds of Commonwealth by Institution™).

25 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 11 (“Of the Extent of the Legislative Power”), §§134—142.

26 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 12 and ch. 14 (“Of Prerogative); Montesquieu, De [’esprit des lois (Geneva:
Barrillot, 1748), bk. XI, ch. 6.

152 | Afro-Asian Journal of Scientific Research (AAJSR)



AS e V) Gl O Jsma Wy ddlall 321Y) e e s (58 Gle e e g Condll B2l Jand gy Ll
el 3 L8 ja g5 ) ha ands (lay (g nlatY) Bl O 5 s e bil) Jiail) (AN ga 5 B 8l (il sall
8 gl Jsall V) i ¥ 580l Akl jianll (o (5 s e juay s aeedn o) Lo el sliae] (i)
27 Glal jiass Lgpnadiy Lo oSl AV (g0 and Aallin S ol 1g5) JUB i clgdh i ALY Lgilias ) Al

ol Y O s AsSlall 5 Akl i )15 Akl jial) (ST AN G sasy e AesSall Jiae
ciluda o) sy G i Gl Galdl st ) ) il Jaas e sSall Gl ccila Sall g g Gl o Al
LT e Sall aladind i A 5o Ailai iy g5 oY 5 e g oSall JSG 3 hill sale Y e slal) Sy Y &) 50
28 & il 5 A il 5 add) cpall e Cnaall ) ey @b al B sa 5 Slals Usdgia Und i jill Alen
151 glusal) g AuSlall g A Al 1 ualddl cuasal)

ASa bl Al 39 sl e Ll Dags Ldm ALl Leidle 85 Walina & 2D die 4 jal) Calia
‘u}‘m\@\j}u};‘\@@d\ \h@giﬁ)ﬂ\ el Y mﬁu@wh\wyu)mﬁgﬂu cr»;.m.;j\
Leie S Al Claliall (852 5 50 gl Lle I 4y n 5 a0 (8 L2ty i dpall (AL Yzl oxie (o 5ldld
29 G ya sall lall adaii g 8Ll 5wl 5 o) 0 Ay jaS o il

Lo a0 i cely Lo Joiy 0 208 JST Al ol o 988 (53 0585 Y 4l () s S Ll
OE Y A Y OB Y Cun o) Jsbs L anY bt 33 Y Gl 05K Wiy caind Ghamy (3 ¢ ) 4 mansy
dapb G o panliiy el o GaY) Sind orie 4y jalld Ua (a5 pans o agaan elie) (e 3l EY) asy
30 ALl 5 4yl 5 5kadl 4 A sall e ARl

o8 Joaally syl Loty 1 Lol 2 ) G 58 el Cilite i ) ssy e 4 pal) (o
ae 5 A el el (o) sy Anedid A 3 () AL A Ually LeaniiSy A1 AENAYI 5 dinall 4 jall 5 caingl)
kil 3 5lell 38 Bl M5 13 sSs of le iad Aaladl 50500 JUEGY) (b Al Gl ()5 e Ll
Loall 55530 Whom s Ay pall G BN e 1t o il LT L ey ) sl of SO 159 5 0 50tia Ll 3} cJanl)
31 Y iu) Leba o

Loy 253n ol dlsall J Ll 3sa ¥ AL O n nsed gl 5 semn AN o ASL ¢ ginge
D3IL V) asle 3ol aia les 3l ellay B8 caalanad) Calia dmay (31 o W Ladasy @l ga Ly 5« 5o
ple ooty aSall uen O 6 Sesd OIS Ol sl s Ay el s AL it aalal) Sy U5 4y e (53
32 e ) Ul sal 220 8 L) 3y

alee 43 7 e Loy e elley i) JS8 1 deall e Ui ge cdlgall e s Gagala Uia 4SL) Jan &) Ll
1AL O ail pe o)sng Lo Gl Vi caliny S Lo o AN & i of Ja il ol iy 4Ske jpay daphall (1
o ESI 3o Iy | il dianall 4381 gally A gie Ay sludiall e ASL it ocal g0 HLAY) i Sl i
33 llh b ¢y sialil) AR ) 5 Al Alland ) o gaalid o 51 oG

g e Jsl 0 (A el 3 sy sed celaia¥) 3l Jual Aalal) AL (B sy s oSall e
Bally Al Y el gay el acinall sl Guagall OIS aBaay (e 2y el JEy Gl dakd
Yy o ol i dne aukiing 2 A Gie aal 05 VT e s dalal) 531 )30 Leeliadly Jy Sl eladly oo laiaY)
34 aaail) alaie D Gaie J3 35 il & Slhla Cad Uia 4 sllaall 31 slosalld dssdi a ) 4z ylaay aa ) 178
geabuail) g Ad gal) g ) 1 uabiad) Cuasall

Al Ale (e 12 3 Agal) bl e 48 oS jeae 8 100S 28 ADE 2ie 1508 15 cpall Jady
cqaal ASlaoy 5 Al A sally e gl Sl s QA Cpandll BRI (e 1508 12 a Sas8 anadn s Ayl

27 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. 11, chs. 1-2; bk. III, chs. 4 and 15.

28 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. 111, chs. 3-8, 10, and 18; bk. II, ch. 7.

29 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 11, ch. 21 (“Of the Liberty of Subjects”); Skinner, Hobbes and Republican Liberty.

30 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 4, §22, and ch. 6, §57.

31 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. 1, chs. 7-8; Isaiah Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty” (1958), in Four Essays
on Liberty (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1969).

32 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 1, ch. 15; pt. II, chs. 18 and 24.

33 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 5 (“Of Property™), §§25-51; C. B. Macpherson, The Political Theory of Possessive
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35 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. I1I (“Of a Christian Commonwealth”) and pt. IV (“Of the Kingdom of Darkness”); Alan
Ryan, “Hobbes’s Political Philosophy,” in The Cambridge Companion to Hobbes, ed. Tom Sorell (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1996), 208—45.

36 John Locke, A Letter Concerning Toleration (London: Awnsham Churchill, 1689); Jeremy Waldron, “Locke:
Toleration and the Rationality of Persecution,” in Justifying Toleration: Conceptual and Historical Perspectives,
ed. Susan Mendus (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988), 61-86.

37 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. IV, ch. 8 (“De la religion civile”).

38 Susan Mendus, Toleration and the Limits of Liberalism (London: Macmillan, 1989); Skinner, The Foundations
of Modern Political Thought, vol. 2.

39 Hobbes, Leviathan, pt. 11, chs. 21 and 29; Kavka, Hobbesian Moral and Political Theory.

40 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 18, §§199-210; ch. 14, §168; ch. 19, §§240-243.

41 Locke, Second Treatise, ch. 19, §§223-230.

42 Rousseau, Du contrat social, bk. 111, chs. 10, 14, and 18.

43 For detailed comparisons, see Lessnoff, Social Contract; Boucher and Kelly, The Social Contract from Hobbes
to Rawls.
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Shlsddls pluiyl §sés o3le) ¢Thomas Jefferson et al., The Declaration of Independence (Philadelphia, 1776) 44
Carole Pateman, Participation and Democratic Theory (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, (1789 «usly(
1970).
45 Hume, “Of the Original Contract”; Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (London: J.
Dodsley, 1790); Jeremy Bentham, 4 Fragment on Government (London: T. Payne, 1776), ch. 1.
46 Carole Pateman, The Sexual Contract (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1988), ch. 1; Charles W. Mills,
The Racial Contract (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1997), ch. 1.
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47 Rawls, A Theory of Justice, §3 and §40; Samuel Freeman, Rawls (London: Routledge, 2007).
48 Hampton, Hobbes and the Social Contract Tradition; Lessnoff, Social Contract.
49 Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty”; Skinner, Hobbes and Republican Liberty.
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