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Abstract:

Title: Scholarly Relations among Scholars of Libya, Tunisia, and Algeria during the Medieval Islamic
Period. This study aims to examine the nature of scholarly relations among scholars in the regions
corresponding to present-day Libya, Tunisia, and Algeria during the medieval Islamic period. It explores
the major forms of scholarly interaction, the factors influencing these relations, and their impact on the
development of intellectual, educational, and cultural life in the Islamic Maghreb. The significance of the
study lies in highlighting the role of scholarly communication in the transmission of knowledge and
exchange of intellectual experiences among major centers of learning, particularly Tripoli, Cyrenaica,
Kairouan, Tunis, Béjaia, and Tlemcen. The study adopts a historical, descriptive, and analytical
approach, drawing on historical chronicles, biographical dictionaries, scholarly classifications, and
geographical sources to examine the movement of scholars and students and their intellectual
connections. It investigates the development of scholarly life and major intellectual centers in the three
regions, the geographical, political, religious, economic, and social factors affecting them, and the
principal manifestations of scholarly relations, including educational journeys, teacher—student
relationships, teaching activities, scholarly authorizations (ijazat), oral transmission, the circulation of
manuscripts and scholarly works, and intellectual discussions and debates. The study concludes that
scholarly relations contributed to strengthening intellectual and cultural connections among the cities of
the Islamic Maghreb, facilitating the transmission of religious, linguistic, and other forms of knowledge,
and consolidating shared educational traditions, particularly within the Maliki school of Islamic
jurisprudence, while maintaining the region's intellectual and doctrinal diversity. The findings also
indicate that these relations were influenced by political stability, urban development, and scholarly
mobility, while political and military transformations affected the distribution of intellectual activities
among different centers. The study recommends greater attention to the critical editing of historical
manuscripts, the documentation of scholarly journeys and authorizations, the development of
comparative historical research, and stronger academic cooperation among research institutions in
Libya, Tunisia, and Algeria.

Keywords: Scholarly Relations, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Medieval Islamic Period, Scholarly Journeys,
Islamic Maghreb.
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