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Abstract

Bacteria can be found in various places such as the air, water, surfaces, as well as
the skin and bodies of humans and animals. Banknotes are one of the locations where
bacteria can be present. Banknotes are commonly used worldwide to purchase items
and for various services, and individuals living in unhygienic conditions or practicing
unhealthy habits can spread bacteria on banknotes, which then act as a vehicle for
transferring bacteria to the hands of anyone handling them. Hence, we conducted this
study that aims to know the rate of bacterial contamination of the Libyan currency in
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the Qasr Bin Ghashir area and raising awareness about the health risks associated
with contaminated currencies. We randomly collected 60 banknotes of various values
(1 dinar, 5 dinars, 10 dinars, 20 dinars) from different places within the area of Qasr
Ben Ghashir (grocery stores, vegetable vendors, butchers, fast food restaurants and
gas stations) and isolated and identified bacteria from them. 153 bacterial isolates
were isolated. The results also showed that small dinar categories were more
contaminated than large categories, and this is due to their frequent circulation among
people compared to larger categories.
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