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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze trade and customs duties in Iraqg during the 16th century,
focusing on the provinces of Basra and Baghdad. Iraq's strategic geographical location has
historically made it an important commercial hub. However, economic conditions during the
modern era witnessed a significant decline due to political conflicts between regional
powers, particularly between the Iranians and the Ottomans. These conflicts led to
economic instability and periods of trade stagnation. Despite these challenges, both
domestic and foreign trade continued, with Iragi cities remaining key centers of commercial
activity. The study examines the factors influencing trade, including the customs duties
imposed on goods and the impact of political fluctuations on trade flows in the region. By
analyzing various historical sources, the research provides insights into the nature of trade
relations and the challenges faced by merchants amid economic and political instability.

Keywords: Trade in lIraqg, Customs Duties, Ottoman-lranian Conflicts, Basra and Baghdad
Commerce.
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