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Abstract

This research focuses on examining the legal foundations and international standards governing the
protection of diplomatic archives and documents. It specifically analyzes the provisions of the 1961
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, which asserts that diplomatic archives and documents
enjoy full immunity and must not be inspected or seized by the receiving state under any circumstances.
The study also highlights the unique nature of this immunity, considering it a cornerstone of the
functional independence of diplomatic missions. However, the research addresses the complex issue
of whether such protection could be limited or restricted in cases where there is credible evidence of a
serious threat to the national security of the receiving state, especially in light of growing modern
security and technological challenges, and the occasional misuse of diplomatic means for purposes
inconsistent with official missions. The study concludes that while the absolute immunity of diplomatic
archives is crucial for ensuring the smooth conduct of international relations, it may face increasing
pressure from the principle of national sovereignty and the imperatives of national security.
Consequently, the tension between the principle of immunity and the requirements of state security
calls for a nuanced legal and doctrinal discussion about the need to establish a precise balance between
the two, while maintaining respect for international norms.
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