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Abstract

This paper addresses the crisis of legitimacy in post-conflict Libya through a comparative theoretical
analysis of two political models: the social contract theory and participatory democracy. The study aims
to provide an integrated approach to understanding the complexities of state reconstruction, identifying
obstacles to political legitimacy, and proposing alternative grassroots-based pathways. Through an in-
depth analysis of Libya’s post-2011 experience, the paper finds that the absence of a genuine social
contract, elite dominance, and competing centers of legitimacy have obstructed the state-building
process. The paper proposes reestablishing legitimacy through an inclusive national dialogue,
expanding political participation at the local level, and adopting participatory models that activate
popular will and enable bottom-up legitimacy construction.

Keywords: Political Legitimacy, Social Contract, Participatory Democracy, Libya, State Reconstruction,
Post-Conflict.
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