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Abstract
This study aims to examine the views of the renowned grammarian Sibawayh (d. 180 AH) on several
issues related to the subject and predicate, as presented in Khizanat al-Adab by ‘Abd al-Qadir al-
Baghdadrt (d. 1093 AH), through a descriptive-analytical approach based on documentation and critical
analysis. The research addresses four major grammatical issues: the first concerns the omission of the
pronoun referring back to the subject, which Sibawayh considered weak, while al-Farra” and al-Kisa'1
permitted it analogically, and Ibn ‘Asfiir deemed it a poetic necessity. The second issue is the ellipsis
of a genitive with temporal nouns, where Sibawayh and the majority of Basran grammarians required
the presence of an implied genitive for temporal nouns to be predicated of concrete nouns, whereas
Ibn Malik denied the necessity of such an assumption. The third issue relates to the use of fa’ in the
predicate of a subject, which Sibawayh and the majority held to be inadmissible unless the subject
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implied a conditional meaning. The fourth issue involves the repetition of an explicit noun in place of a
pronoun; while Sibawayh allowed it, he considered such repetition within the same sentence stylistically
undesirable. The study also includes a brief biographical note on both Sibawayh and al-Baghdadr, as
well as an introduction to Khizanat al-Adab. Furthermore, it reviews the positions of scholars who either
supported or opposed Sibawayh’s opinions on these issues, supported by Qur’anic and poetic
evidence.

Keywords: Sibawayh, Khizanat al-Adab, Abdul Qadir al-Baghdadi, Mubtada' and Khabar (subject and
predicate), grammar, pronoun omission, noun of time.
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