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Abstract

Given the essential role of the judiciary, recourse to it is governed by a set of procedural requirements
necessary to ensure its effectiveness and stability. Among these are the time limits established by the
legislator for undertaking judicial actions, which play a crucial role in maintaining the smooth operation
of the judicial system, preventing the accumulation of cases, and safeguarding the defendant’s right to
defense. However, the running of such time limits may coincide with official holidays, which could
deprive concerned parties of the opportunity to initiate or adequately prepare for judicial proceedings.
To address this issue, the Libyan legislator, in the Civil and Commercial Procedure Law, provided for
the extension of procedural deadlines when the last day falls on a holiday, and for their inclusion when
holidays occur before the final day. Nevertheless, practical experience has shown the inadequacy of
this rule, particularly given the brevity of certain time limits, such as the three-day deadline for
challenging orders issued upon petitions, and the recurrence of weekly holidays spanning two days.
Counting these holidays within such short deadlines effectively reduces the time available, since the
required actions must be carried out on working days. This, in turn, may prevent appellants from
exercising their right of challenge, representing a genuine legal problem worthy of study and the search
for suitable solutions.
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