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Abstract

The phenomenon of imala is considered one of the most significant phonological and morphological
features in Arabic, reflecting the mutual influence between sounds as shaped by dialectal diversity, as
noted by Sibawayh, while modern linguistics interprets it in terms of harmony, ease, and facilitation.
This study aims to examine the rules governing imala caused by a preceding kasra before an alif,
regarded by grammarians as the strongest factor in triggering the phenomenon, through an analytical
approach that explores its definition, conditions, and constraints. The research is structured into two
main sections: the first addresses imala linguistically and terminologically, along with its causes and
restrictions in light of modern linguistic studies, whereas the second focuses on the rules of imala due
to the kasra before alif and the role of phonological assimilation in its occurrence. The study concludes
that imala is a secondary rather than a fundamental feature of Arabic phonology and that it operates
under phonological laws designed to achieve sound harmony and reduce articulatory effort. It also
discusses the restrictions of imala, such as the occurrence of alif before emphatic consonants, while
presenting the perspectives of both classical and modern scholars. The research draws upon a wide
range of sources in grammar, morphology, exegesis, and Qur’anic readings.

Keywords: Imalah, Grammarians, Modern Phonetics, Kasra before Alif, Assimilation.
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