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Abstract

This research reveals that Turkey’s role in the Middle East has undergone profound
strategic transformations, starting from the historical legacy of the Ottoman Empire to
the era of the Kemalist nation-state characterized by isolation, and then moving to a
radical shift with the rise of the Justice and Development Party to power in 2002, when
Turkish foreign policy turned toward a more active and ambitious regional role.
Politically, Turkey emerged as a key player in its complex relations with Arab states
such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar, while maintaining firm positions in supporting
the Palestinian cause and strongly criticizing Israeli policies, in addition to experiencing
tensions and geopolitical rivalries with Iran and Israel. Economically, Turkey employed
trade and investment as strategic tools to expand its influence, particularly with Gulf
states and Egypt. Its military and security presence also grew through direct
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interventions in Syria, Libya, and Iraq, alongside the establishment of military bases in
strategic areas such as Qatar. Furthermore, Turkey relied on soft power by promoting
television dramas as well as cultural and religious institutions to strengthen its ties with
regional societies and project itself as a state combining Islamic identity with modern
democracy. Ultimately, the study demonstrates that Turkey aspires to craft its own
regional leadership model that integrates history, geography, politics, economy, and
religion within an ever-changing regional environment.

Keywords: Turkish role in the Middle East, Turkish foreign policy, Justice and
Development Party, Arab Spring, soft and hard power, Turkish-Arab relations, the
Palestinian issue, geopolitical transformations.
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