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Abstract

Public spaces serve as important areas for leisure and relaxation, contributing significantly to quality of
life and social cohesion within cities. This study aims to understand and enhance the sense of place
within underutilized and neglected public spaces. The research problem centers around the lack of
essential features that meet the needs of local residents, such as comfort, safety, green spaces,
cleanliness, and the overall reputation of the place, as well as the absence of necessary amenities for
proper usage. The study focused on two neglected public spaces: Al-Khodra area in Tarhuna and Al-
Margab area in Al-Khums, selected as samples representing underused urban areas. Through on-site
observations, it was noted that both spaces are avoided by nearby residents. Public opinion was
gathered through interviews and a digital survey involving 105 participants from both cities, targeting
individuals aged 18 to 60 of both genders. Data analysis was conducted using Microsoft Excel. The
findings revealed that the primary responsibility for the neglect and misuse of these spaces lies with
government bodies, particularly the municipalities. Moreover, the lack of vital activities, economic,
social, and cultural, was identified as a key factor contributing to the underutilization of these public
spaces.
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