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Abstract

There is a great need to discover the child's mental system during the treatment of
multilingualism, as the child deals with multiple linguistic inputs, which raises the
guestion of how he stores linguistic information in the mind. This research aims to
identify the process of the child's acquisition of his first and second languages by
shedding light on his mental lexicon. The research will be limited to the problem of
mental representation of the semantic levels of the bilingual child.

The research reached the conclusion that despite the early child's ability to distinguish
between his two semantic systems, there is an interactive relationship. Therefore, the
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study recommends the need to pay attention to this relationship and take it into
consideration, because the level that the child reaches in his first language determines
his level in his second language, and vice versa.

Keywords: Linguistic acquisition, mental lexicon, bilingualism, semantic lexicon.
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