E-ISSN: 2959-6505
Volume 4, Issue 1, 2026
Page No: 218-237
AAJSR Website: https://aajsr.com/index.php/aajsr/index ‘
SJIFactor 2024: 5.028 ISI 2025: 0.915 0.76 :2025 (AIF) (=l 8l Jalaa

Afro-Asian Journal of Scientific Research (AAJSR)
5 bl Canll 4 gl 5 890 Alall

Leo Frobenius' Expeditions to the Libyan Desert (1932-
1935): His Contributions to the Study of Ancient
Civilizations and Rock Ar.

Feryal Amohamed Mohamed Abu Zubaydah®
Department of History and Archaeology, Faculty of Arts and Languages, University of Tripoli, Tripoli,
Libya

i) 33 A Ailalgd 1(p1935-1932) sl &) jauall ) (gl g b gl ciling
Ay Auall ¢ idl g dagadl) ol jliasl)

*BA..QJ' }:\ e dasal dL_DS

Ll su.d.j\)k cu‘ulﬂ)k dxala c&\.ﬂ]\j <lay) i< cJLW\} @JL\]\ (:.ué

*Corresponding author: f.abuzbeda@uot.edu.ly

Received: December 22, 2025 | Accepted: January 27, 2026 | Published: February 08, 2026

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms
and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

Abstract:

Leo Frobenius (1873-1938) was a German explorer and ethnographer who led a series of scientific
expeditions to Africa between 1904 and 1935. In the final period of his life, he undertook journeys to the
Libyan Desert (1932—-1935) with the aim of studying rock art and ancient inscriptions, and documenting
the cultural heritage of the peoples of the Sahara. Frobenius focused on rock paintings as evidence of
prehistoric civilizations that flourished in North Africa before the desert turned into an arid environment.
His expeditions contributed to the creation of a vast archive of drawings and manuscripts, making him
a fundamental reference in anthropological and artistic studies.
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