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Abstract

This study analyzes the Western intervention in Libya from the perspective of two theories of
international relations: normative and realist. These two theories will be used to determine
whether NATO's intervention in Libya was an international war against the Gaddafi regime, or
whether the West's intervention was essentially humanitarian according to the normative
theory and responsibility to protect. The study aims to determine which of the two theories
provides a logical explanation for the West's intervention in Libya in 2011. As such, this
comparative theoretical analysis determines whether the West's intervention in Libya in 2011
resulted from de facto policy, and thus characterizes this Western intervention as An
international war waged by the West against the Gaddafi regime that challenged Western
hegemony for more than four decades, or whether Western military operations in Libya in
2011 can be classified as a normative intervention according to the normative theory, which
is consistent with the principle of the responsibility to protect (R2P) which aims to protect
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civiians as part of the West's normative commitment to the United Nations Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Keywords: Foreign Interventions, Normative Theory. Realist Theory, Responsibility to
Protect, NATO, Libya.
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